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heart a pious person. He is still an Iberian, a pagan. He
loves ritual and a fiesta. He enjoys both with an intensity
which is incomprehensible to the foreigner, and this
explains the ecstasy which we see at High Mass, in the
bull-ring, or, in recent years, even at a Spanish football
match ! If the Englishman dearly loves a lord, the Spaniard
equally dearly loves a ritual. If there is any fundamental
philosophy akin to religion in the mind of the modern
Spaniard, it is still a kind of pagan Stoicism. Up to a point
the Roman Catholic Church in Spain has taken advantage
of this psychological factor, blending it carefully with its
own political and materialistic ends. So disgusted are the
masses of the people with their Church that, in modern
times, they will slaughter its representatives and set fire
to its buildings with the same ecstasy and sincerity as they
show in worship during better times.
From that period (1909) onwards various governments
attempted to solve the problem of Morocco by defeating
the protesting natives. In July 1921 the Riffs, a tribe of fine
fighters under a brilliant leader, set upon the Spanish army
and drove it helter-skelter to the coast. Spanish troops were
massacred in thousands. This episode was a veritable
debacle, a sauve qui pent. To Spain it was a hideous night-
mare, and there was an immediate and violent public outcry
for the punishment of those responsible. It is now generally
recognized that the villain of the piece was Alfonso XIIL,
who had interfered with the generals. Governments
changed almost from day to day with kaleidoscopic speed.
Such was the situation in September 1923.
It had been decided to inquire, on the 15th, into the
Moroccan affair, but three days before that date the Cap-
tain-General of Catalonia, Primo de Rivera, decided to make
use of the Army in the traditional manner in order to place